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R E AS O NS &c: 


TIRE, C7 enn av 
Dear Friends, and Brethren. in 
* Chrift Jeſus? 
IF by the Title of Calvin, be intended a he- 
1 liever of what are uſually termed, the dae 


of free grace; I profeſs myſelf a believer of theſe 
doctrines; nor will this be doubted of by thoſe of 


you, that know the man and his communica- 
tion. I am firmly perſuaded; of the utter ruin 


of man by the fall; of the utter impotence of 


men to fave themſelyes ; of the ſouſneſs of 
the remedy publiſhed in the goſpel ; of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity in the Godhead j of the ne- 
ceſſity of Juſtification wholly by the imputed- 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the neceſſity of being 
born again by the Holy Spirit of God ; of the 
doctrine of unconditional- election, and the final- 
perſeverance of the ſaints. Scripture, and mine 
own experience, are to me a ſolemn convictio 

of theſe truths ; nor do I diſſent from the Church 
of England, becauſe I am a diſheliever, of theſe 
doctrines; for I am as much à believer of them 
as Mr. Romaine or. Mr. Madan, Mr, Teplady or 


Mr. Venn; yet my Brethren, Iam obliged in duty to 


declare myſelf a ſtrict advocate, for applying to 
Parliament, for relief from the obligation, which 
the Law lays me and other diſſenting- miniſters 
under, of ſubſcribing our aſſent, to the Doctri- 
nal-part of the 39 articles. 47 a, 


This queſtion was, till of late years, unattend- | 


——— — 


— 


"IF 


ed ta; and therefore, when it began to be gt 
tated,” it was new to many of you, and raifed 
your wonder, that miniſters believing the doc- 
Itrines of grace, ſhould petition to be excuſed 
<* from ſigaing articles, that contain theſe very 
5 goctrines. Many of you indeed were fo well 
informed, as preſently. to. underſtand it, —Others 
Lale very Alle, FT his is a watter which alone con- 
<< cerns the miniſters; we have nothing to do in it, 


for we are not obliged to ſubſcribe ; and while 
_ < our miniſters preach the goſpel to us, we ought 


© to be contented : they may conſider this 
e ſubſcription as a grievance , to them; and 
< it is a grievance that only affects them,” 
hut, alaſs ! all of the Orthodox 
Sentiments, did not talk on the ſub- 
ject, thus /iberally and candidly ; ſome treated the 
application, as an attempt, to diſcountenance and 
oyerthrow the goſpel ; the miniſters who applied, 
were repreſented as traitors to the Lorp JESUS; 
and undervaluing. his perſon, righteouſneſs and 
grace : certain of the orthodox miniſters miſtak- 
ing the deſign have preached, printed and proteſt- 
ed againſt it ; have influenced their congregations, 
to combine in ſocieties, to oppoſe and petition 
Parliament againſt it : Even certain of the Or- 
thodox-Clergy (who. it muſt, be confeſſed did 
with A very ill-grace interfere in a matter, that con- 
cerned the diſſenters alone) thought proper to de- 
claim againſt it, as a plot of Satan's to oppoſe 


'" ' CnrisT's kingdom; and by various arts procur- 
ed counter-petitions.— Theſe violent proceedings 
were induſtriouſly infinuated to you, as ſtanding 


up in defence of true religion ;and not a few of you 
have, I fear, been induced to think hardly of the 
10 8 bs miniſters 


. 


miniſters, who joined in the application 


for 
which there was this farther plauſible reaſon aſſigned, 


d that the application was made juſt after, . the 


ce Petitioning-Clergy had unſucceſsfully attempt - 
<< ed, to have the 39 articles thrown entirely out 
&© of the Eſtabliſnment; and alſo, ; that many 
< of the diſſenters, who petitioned, are of a party 


that deny. the doctrines laid down. in the 


7 (ECD | | s an 
Now my Brethren, as my whole dependance 
and hope ariſes from the croſs of CyrIsT ; Gon 
forbid that I ſhould be aſhamed of his goſpel; 
Did this application imply any thing of the kind 


in it, my right-hand ſhould loſe its cunning, ra- 


ther than I would, in the leaft favour it; but I 
am perſuaded far otherwiſe of it; and am willing, 


that you ſhould know the grounds of my per- | 


ſuaſion.—I acknowledge that (tho* for many 
ears it was much wiſhed for, yet) now, it had 


Its riſe from the clerical- petition; and there was 


this very natural motive to it, via, that, in the 
debates of the Houſe: of Commons, thoſe very 


Gentlemen, who vigorouſly, oppoſed the petition 


of the Clergy, declared, that if that had been 
<< a petition of the diſſenters, to he excuſed heir 
part of the ſubſcription, they would not have 
oppoſed, but forwarded it, with all their might ;” 
for that there was this material difference, 185 
_ ©© tween the Clergy and the diſſenters; that the 
former wanted to climb the eaſier into pre- 
*© ferment ; the latter only to be freed, from the 
*© terror of fines and impriſonment,” fox preach- 
ing and adminiſterin g ordinances,” ——-Some 


diſſenting- 


| 
| 
| 
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difſenting-miniſters, then preſent, heard theſe | 


derlarations, and thought very properly, that 
this was a right time to apply; and the beſt that 


cCuld be pitched upon, as the. temper of the Hon- 


ourable-Houſe was ſo moderate and friendly to 


religious liberty.—Accordingly you know, with 


what applauſe the Bill paſſed, zwi, thro” that 


Houſe, in thelate ' Parliament. —Tr unhappily miſ- 
carried, each time, in the Houſe of Lords ;(tho*glo- 
riouſly countenanced by ſome of the greateſt Or- 
namentsof that Houſe) owing more, we truſt, to a 
miſapprehenſion of its tendency or unſeaſonable - 
neſs, than to any deliberate intention of their Lord- 
ſhips, to abridge our liberty of thinking for our- 
ſelves, and honeſtly declaring our ſentiments. — 

On this account, it is much to be wiſhed, that 
a freſh application were made, in hope of the 


favourable” diſpoſition, of the preſent Houſe of 


Commons; and that their Lordſhips may have 


ſeen reaſon, to alter their opinion of our cauſe. 


A Canſe ſo good, it were a pity to give up, 
on one or two denials ; rather ſhould we reſolve, 
to. perſevere, ſteadfaſt and unmoveable, till the 
favourable crifis comes; and not abandon the 
cauſe pf truth, and the kbrrty of Britons, thro" 
. cowardice anda unwarrantable timidity of mind. 
Happy ſhall T be, if the hints I now propoſe. to 
fo „may be the means of conciliating the 
minds, of ſuch of you to this application, who 
have hitherto been prejudiced againſt it; and of 
farniſhing others, that with well to it, with “ plain 


ee aud pertinent reaſons, why an Orthodox-miniſter | 


e ought to petition Parliament, for a law, repealing 
e that part of the A? Toleration, which inſi/ts upon 
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Aris Jubferibing the N 
of. England” I 
foree my reaſons N Sac in So 
examination. det the whole; be fully and 
fairly canvaſſed 3 navel, hope that, when you have 
read and thought for Spear yen willcomlude 


With me, that we do not act, without Guficient 


rie ee conſcience, e of 
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3 The reaſons; then, why K bee eie 


my hearty concurrence, to a freſh. petition, may 
be 7 to theſe res Fir, 6. That; fuppol- 
<< ing meto::have ;rig:objeRian;! tp th matter of 
«© the Articles themſelves; yet-1 8 ſubſerihe 
them. Seconalh, N That, tho“ 3: 1. believe the 
b ner Sele de 3 

Ithings in "ofa 'Articles; Which 80 
me to ſubſcribe to, that T cannot conſcientiouſly 
< ſubſcribe. And, Thirdly, „“ That fappoling 


b I had myſelf no difficulty about. ſubſeribing : 


yet 1 am bonnd as Chefin, and à dhriftianr 
«init, 10a. hol wha do: not believe the 
0d of the articles, in obtaining relief, from 


he compulſion of ſubleriding tham.* urn x: N 


Firſt, 66 Suppoſe thut I'mo ee of | any 


«kind. to any of the articles, à ſubſcription to 


$6; whichis enjct joined, either to the matter or maunur 


. 1 4 


cc W 

56 bes ſuhſeribe them. I vert . 

. — won have dons 

10 he greater Chriſtians, and' greater ' ornaments 
eir n W 


t87 
to be; but my Bretbren, I am not blindly to fol- 


low men not even good men; conſcience is 2 


acred Hitters it ſhouſd be dealt with very ten- 
derly:; and unleſs mine own mind is fully ſatisfied 
about ſubſeribing, (however it may be done inno- 


cently" by ſome) to me, and many other Or- | 
boch nern; it would be fin. Vou aſk 


why My reaſons in ſhort are theſe; & that 
<< the laws, requiring ſubſcription, are human laws 
Ws only and theſe laws threaten me, if I do not 
ſubſcribe, and conſequently::preach, agre=able to 
the articles; promiſinig me, on the other hand, pro- 
tection if I comply. Now, no earthly magiſ- 
trate whatever, has any” right to interfere” with 
mere matters of religious opinion; it is Chriſt's 
buſineſs alone, Whoſe kingdom is expreſsly faid 
not to be this tur. The buſineſs of earth 
magiſtrates, is to preſerve the publick peace; and, 
ſo as peëople do not diſturb the peace: of ſociety, 
and their ſentiments lead to diſoord- and rebellion, 
(as is the caſe of the Roman: Catholics) every 
man has a natural right, of {expreſſing his: con- 
eeptions of religious doctrines.: nor has any earth- 


y power a right, to controul him, or ſay that he 
Hall nor- To hi ook maſtery; according to the Scrip- 


ture, he ſtands or falls, Rom. xiv. 14. Upon 
this principle, When tlie Jews took the Apoſtle 
Paul, before che: Judgment-ſeat of Gallio, deputy 
of Aohaiv, Acts xviii, 12, alledging, that he was 
A Wicked many; who taught things contrary to thei 


Luo; Gallo anſwered very wiſely, that if it had 
been a charge -f imigtics or ltd, he would 
have puniſhed: Paul j but that as it was merely 

a veligiou diſpute; he would have nothing to do 

with it. This honeſt man kriew, that his pro- 


2 ö vince 


J 
| 
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vince was to take care of the ſecular concerns 


ESE 


„ Gop.” —But who is to be the judge, of what 

is agreeable to the word of .Gop ? Am Ito 
ſearch the ſcriptures, . pray to God to teach ine, 
and judge for myſelf; or is the law to judge for 
me ?—[f' the law of this country, may aſſume a 
rigtit to put an interpretation upon ſcripture, as a 


ſtandard of faith and preaching , then may the 


French King do the fame for þis ſubjects, and the 
Pope for his ſubjects; one has as much a right as 
another. But, if T am to judge for myſelf of 


* 


the ſenſe of God's word, then I dare not fubſeribe 


% | articles 


[ 20 :] 


articles of faith, enjoined by buman laws ; becauſe 
if 1 do, it will be an acknowledgment, that the 
laws have a right, to call me to account, for my 


principles and m ; whereas, I 
Trcoumable 10 Gbri, the jade of ll. m an 


Bot there is yet another i inconvenience attend- 
ing it, ——If e her that the law has a 
right at all, to demand fubſcription from me to 
articles of faith ; then, ſuppoſe _ at any time, 

e 4oy and it is by great 
and even Epiſcopal authority ed that they 
will be altered) In this caſe, the magiſtrate may 
equally inſiſt, upon my ſubſcribing thoſe altered 
articles, (be the alteration more or leſs) as theſe 
erabodex ones; for, if he has any right at all, 
he has as much a right to inſiſt upon the one, 
as the other; and it will be vain for us to re- 
ply, „the former articles were agreeable to 
«« Scripture; but theſe are not.” A juſtice of 
the peace might cooly return, that he be- 
6 lieyes them to be agreeable to ſcripture and the 
4 law fays that they are ſo; and I confeſs, that 
I can't ſee what anſwer, we ſhould be able rea- 
ſonably to give to this, if we allow that civil- 
2 ng have my right at all to impoſe on 

other 


« 2 It "will er be "objeted Mere: « that this 
8 reaſoning militates equally againſt the Declaration, 
Let made 1 in the two former Bills; But the anſwer to 
this is eaſy; that the declaration is ſo far from de- 
„Hing an adherence to Chriſt, tbat it is the very 
* contrary; it amounts to this. ad to no more then 


* this, I am 4 Cbriftian, and call Chris my 8 * 


14 JH 


faith. For theſe reaſons, I dare not ee 
ledge any ſuch righit, by nbing; articles, at th 
requiſition of human laws, were OR 
every reſpect, agreeable to mine dn 'th 
ing. hut then, were there e 
in general to my ſubſeription, I obſei l 
a e e 


„ 4 D Fs 5 
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Tt 5 xs 1 1 * 
while the refuſal of explanatory articles, 


lent to my laying, Irall as ont maſter BU, | 
Jam ſenfble however that, could, the petition be ob- 
tained without the declaration, it would, on the prin» 
£iples of religious liberty, he muchimore;defireable ; 
| but. becauſe; we cannot obtain all we with tera p48 
therefore, inexpedient, to get as mach freedom 
we can, provided it be on terms not inconſiftent with 
Chriſtianity ?—Ifirbe fad, “ that eyen by this 
©* 4claration' to magiſtrates, we cant rhe right, to 
impoſe ſuch à declaration.” it is proper to obſerve, _- 
that it is not ſo much a con/efſon of right as a ſubmiſſe=" 
on to ; and ſhoold it till be urged, * that this 
9 Mom is \unjuſtifiable ;??T anſwer;: that, if this 
objection has any ſores init, it appears to me to prove 
too much ; viz, that if a magiſtrste lays religigus re- 
ſtraints on his ſubjects; it is, ĩngonuiſtent wich, Chriſti» 
anity and Proteſtantiſin, to petitiog bim, to take of 
ny of theſe reſtraints, unleſs. be Will take off 99 


and the reaſoning may be carried fill farther,” 
prove, that it is equally inconſiſtent To perition ar all, 
or relief from theſe reſtraints ; becauſe every periti« 
on of his nature implies 2 hq co the mags 
dels power of laying ſuch veſtraints tho? )cercaznly i 
i no acknowledgment of his 1 fo to do. FR 


* 
3 


1 
Lua 


** command me, as à preacher, to ſubſeribe, that 
<,I, cannot conſcientioutly © ſubſcribe to.!——— 

| have very oſten admired the judgment with which 
eme e the articles were compoſed; and the: accu- 
ray of their —— bf Hree-cuill; 


q Art, ai. h —— Art. . * N 


5 — hey ap 8 eee 
is xxxv and a part of the xth. article. Now, 


too things are proper to be mentioned here, for 


pvour information; One is, that whoſoever ſub- 


ſcribes as a diſſenter, _ ſubſeribe all theſe xxxv 
articles and a half, ——-S poſe that, upon reading 
them over, any e a ou "object: to one 
{any one) 3 i as not well expfteſſed, and A 
ow 1 0 or to; 2 ene word in ANY 


CS 64 + #3 


5 law does not give bim — to leave * 
out; but he m ſubſcribe the whole or none. 
Avain, «Suppoſe that we cannot ſubſeribe ſome 
Hof the articles exatly in ibur ſenſe, in which we 
<< may think they were firſt 40ritten ; but we would 

« pit” our otun ſeriſe upon them; we are not ul- 


| tied to put our otun ſenſe, upon any, article or 


Word, but commanded to 25 it to it, in the plain 
and Full meaning thereof ; . and that none - ſhall put 


Bis awn. ſenſe and comment, te be the meaning of 1 the 


article ; but fball tate it in the þ teral .and grammati- 
cal. for les the. boar ain Nene to.the I 


14 td © 180 
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articles. e injunctions are very ſtrict, 
and found to be Si great hardſhip; as there are 
ſome entire articles, and divers phraſes in other 
articles, that not a few, of thoſe miniſters called 
A Ae ve W to as W 
3251153! ens 1.1 een WV | 
For mani! particular account of this falt, than 
I am able to give, conſiſtent with my intended 
brevity, I moſt chearfully refer you to the Review 
of the articles, lately publiſhed by my learned and 
ingenious friend Mr. Milton; propoſing in this 
place, to mention a Here; __ * enen 
| bee 82 or inſtauce © 50 


3} 
"4 


i Hic 24; 10 rb 
Art. ij. Of the ge ho of t Chri/t' into 
Hell — Nau TR in the nar of 
Chriſt, Thou: wilt not leave my foul in Hell; neither 
wilt thou ſuffer thine holy ane to ſee cormitdtion. Ps. 
xvi. 10. he fure did not mean; that our Lord's 
human: ſoul would. go into the place f the dumm; 
When Jeſus cried out It is fimſted, all his ſuffer- 
ings e were compleated: He went indeed intò the 
of the dead; (which: is the ſenſe of the Pfalm- 
it's words) and what the particular place was to 
which he went, he gives us information of, in his 
replyto the. penitent thief, Dis day thou ſhalt 
ebe with me in Paradiſe; Luke xxii, 42 
Whereas, it is capable of the cleareſt proof, that 
the:compilers- of the articles did mean, that our 
Lord went. into the ate of the damned, a notion 
of ſome of the ancient Fathers; and this ſenſe of 
the article, is maintained by Bithop Pearſon on 
the Creed; by Biſhop Beveridge; &c; and is not 
denied by 'Dr Barr ow, on the Creed; to have 
been the genuine Jenſe: of the compliers. 
1— 1 Art. 


— 
8 


Art. iv. It is here-afſerted, that Chriſt, ae 
riſen again from death, and taken again his 
; A EN eh root | 
do not diſpute. that our Lord did really, and in his 
ber ſon, ariſe from the dead; but to ſay, that 
his fleſh and bones aſcended into heaven, feems to 
contradict - the words of the Apoſtle Cor. xv 
50, that, ſeſb and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of Ge; ſo that, it is much more eligible to think, 
that our Lord's body underwent @ change, in his 
aſcenſion into heaven, whereby it became (which 
it Was not before his aſcenſion) a glorified body; 
and does not the Apoſtle allude to this in Phil: iii. 
21, by ſpeaking of a change which is to paſs hon 
us ; whereby, our vile bodies will be faſhioned, 2 
* Che s glorious body — Here ya we differ. 


Art. vi. 33 thicarticle ld n 
ſent canon of Scripture, conſiſting of the books of 
the old and new. Teſtament, that of their author:- 
ty there was neuer any doubt in the Church. I be- 
lieve, that not the divine authority of theſe books, 

is ſo clearly aſcertained, as to be, io all ſober en- 
gquirers, aut of doubt; but it is a miſtake, that it 
was -al/ways10 clear; for the hiſtory of the Church 
informs us, that, for Jeme time, the Epiſtle ta | the 
Hebrews was doubted of; as alſo, that of James; 
the 2d. of Pater; the 2d. and 3d. of Jahn; chat 
of Jude, and the book of Revelation. It was 10 
error, it was right, that the Church ſhould be 


2 


cCautious, in fixing the canon of ſcripture; and 


this very heſitation proves to us, the divine autho- 
rity of the books once doubted of; and that, had 


not the Church ſeen ſufficient 00 for admit - 


ting them, they would have 6 


A cannot, therefore, ſign an article aſſerting, that 
they were never doubted: af, while all the evidence, 
of eceleſiaſtical- hiſtory ſpeaks the contrary. yx. 


e 
les ; it is 0 
the Nicene is . looſe and 
terms, that the expreſſions ſeem, not to be 
conſiſtent, with the fupreme Deity of the Sen and 
Spirit of God; and are, at leaſt full as favourable, 
to the Arian fide of the queſtian. Beſides which, 
it is remarked. that this Creed is in ſome re- 
ſpects, contradictory to the Athanaſian ; for 
while the | Athanafian, - with its damnatory clau- 
ſes, commands me, on pain of periſbing everlaſ- 
t1ngly, to believe that the Son is not the ſame Ape 
taſts, or perſon as the Father; the Nicene-(in the 
original at leaſt) forbids me to ſay, that the Son is 
of any other Hypoftafis, or perſon, than the Father. 
(fee Hilton's Review, page 84)—Now, it is-alto- 
gether impoſſible, that I can believe both to be a- 
greeable to ſeripture.— It is moreover, equally dif- 
ficult for me to yield an aſſent to that clauſe of the 
Apofile's Creed, which relates to the deſcent of Chrift 
into Hell; and yet, this article tells us, that all 
theſe Creeds © ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed; for that they may be proved, by moſt 
certain warrants of holy Scriptur e. 
Art. ix. Treating well of original ſin, con- 
cludes thus, “that there is no condemnation for 
them that believe and are baptized.” While 
our Lord taught the abſolute neceſſity of faith to 
falvation, and added the conſequent duty, af Chriſ- 
tians 10 be baptized, he did not, by any means. re- 
preſent baptiſin, as of abſolute neceſſity to falvation g 


— 
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but that he that believeth not hall be damned, Mark 
xvi, 16. And, were I permitted to put mine own 
ſenſe upon the article in queſtion, I might ſay, 
that a conſtruction could be put upon it, not 
entirely inconſiſtent with our Lord's words. 

But this Lam forbid; and, if I adhere to the /itera/ 
cunſinuction, I muſt ſay, that it ſeems to me, to car- 
ry an inſinuation of the neceſfiry of baptiſm to 
ſalvation. Where was the need of inſerting any 
thing at all, about baptiſm in this article, if it was 
not the deſign, to convey an idea of it, as a ne- 
g 7792 e to deliverance from condemnati- 
on? If it has not this intention, the clauſe is moſt 
impertinently ſuperfluous ; and I am the more 
perſuaded, that it has this intention, by its ſtrict 
agreement with the prayer- book and church cate- 
chiſin; in which, baptiſin is ſtiled Regeneration, and 
deſcribed, as mating the child a membor of Chri/?, 
a chili of Gd and an inheritor of the kingdom of hea- 
den. =I dare not therefore ſubſeribe to this article. 
— Nor yet to Ee 1 OTH: £1 


Art. xxiiij. Of miniſtering in the congregation ; 
and being /awfilly called to this work by men, 
„ who have public-authority given to them, to call 

and ſend miniſters.” — —My: difficulty in this 
article (as I muſt ſubſcribe it in the ſenſe of the - 
— 59 is, What the church means by being la 

fully called; and who by thoſe that have publics 
authority to call and ſend miniſters! Biſhop Burnet 

ſays that it means the Biſhops and King as head of 
the Church ; ſo do the Doctors Nichols, Wells; 

Nowell, and all writers for the conſtitution of the 
church of England. It appears, farther, that 

this is meant, in that, if a perſon, ordained amongſt 


{ 7 } 


the diffenters,” cottforms to the Eſtabliſhment; he 
imuſt beer or dine h a Biſhop; whereas; if a Popifp. 
Friaſt was to proftis a recantation' of the ertors of 
the Church of Nome, and ſeek admiſſiom, as a mi- 
niſter of the Church of England, he would not be 
rerordained.— I app ars mpreover that the article 
means, that tliey 5ly have A lawful call to preach 
Kc. wb are epiſcopally ordaitied; by the diſputes 
that Habe been, about the validity of baptiſm by a 
diſſentiſigumniſter; and alſo, that che A of Tele- 
ration, fpeaking of fuch of the diſſenters as were 
not piſcopully ordained; calls their ordination, 
<< pretended holy orders and a pretending is holy 
<< orders,” Now, as we profeſs, that Chri/? alone 
is heal of hi Church; and that ordination, by 
 P/e/þyters or 'ſenior miniſters, is as valid in God's 
Sight,as chat of a Biſhop 7 if L Geri this article; I 
muſt condemn mine o ordination, and ſubſcribe - 
'# cotifeſſion of myſelf, as an irregular and uniatu- 
ully called preacher. * AI am poſitive that you 
would not with, that ay of your miniſters ſhould 
thus declare themſelves,” imboort and wurpers in 
Gods Vineyard, arid therefore I proceed to one 
inerten er 


4 


otller article. 
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For this feaſan, Lam ſufprized that the Ib. 
Ai, WhO call themſelVes nanbtts cf the Church of Eng- 
and; take upon them to | preach, contrary to the 

ſenſe of this. article; and that they ate ſo very tcha- 
cious of ſigving the articles, a8 2-\qualification'for 
preaching! ; tho" indeed, itjis inſelf,a gering impro- 

riety that they Whg ſd caytiguſly acquaint their 
hearers, that they are church nen and u. ' Aenters, 


* 


To, a 1 6 * g 225 ere wt 4 
oul 1alify fo acnin arfjenters. :. 
ee ee 


1 ©. ©, 
20 An. xxNiü. Of | excommunicated . þer jene, and 
their reſteration N penn. Let us inquire firſt, 


«© Who does the church of En 
+ cammunicated?”.”T he anſwer to which queſtion _.- 
is, that it has two ſorts of excommunication, the "al 

greater-and the ie by the greater a man is 
** nounced! accuried,; devoted to the Deyil, ſepgta- 
ted from Chriſt, and his church's communign”; 

by the l/s, he js, only = diſqualified from g&ceiv- 

ing; facraments.” — The 1% is I preſume, for a 

s bei nous ſort of offences, ſuch as drunkemmneſs,/ab- 

bath braabing, boredom &c; but under the great: 

er ſentence of excommunication, are comprehend- 

ed all diſſenters every lind; All ho aſſert, 

that there is in the common prayer anything con- 

trary to God's word; (canon iv) all who think 

|  eny\ pert of the 39 articles is erroneous; (can. 
v.) all who ſcruple the ceremonies of the church 
| af England; viz, the croſs in baptiſm, bowing to 
the Eaſt at the name of Jeſus. &; (can. vi.) all 
who. aſſert that the government of the church, by 


land account ex- 


| Archbiſhops, Biſhops. &. is not agreeable. to 
God's word; (can, vi) in ſhort, all who ſepa- 1 


5 - rate from the eſtabliſhed church, or who ſay, that 
| there is any other true church in this land, beſides 
that q Jaw gfabliſbed; (can. x.) Would you have 
| meſign my aſſent to an article, maintaining that my- 
ſelf, and all others, who diſlike the ceremonies and 
diſcipline of the eſtabliſhed ; worſhip, are rightly cut 
ee from ie uni) F the church; are heathens and 
publicans ; are devoted to the devil ; can be reſtored 
| by no one, but the Archbiſhop ; and unleſs we re- 
cant within 40 days, may be lawfully committed 
to priſon ? I believe that no diſſenter would ' defite 
it. There is an equal objection alſo, to the 
manner 


— 
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manner of the reſtoration of offenders, expreſſed in 
this article; viz, by penance.—-L remember once 
hearing an orthodox Clergyman, repeat this arti- 
cle in his Sermon; and he declared that he did not 
underſtand this word. hut the canoh-Jaw ex- 
plains it; that by penance is meant, Wee 
<« in a white 1 bare- legged and bare- headed ä 
of all which methods of hunt liation and mortifi- 
cation, my Bible is nb ignorant; as well as 
of the infamous practice, of commuting penance 
money, in order to ſcreen offenders — ” able. 
confeſſion of their crimes ; which yet is allowed of, 
and by ſome authors even vindecated, as a very pro- 
per expedient, for the accommodation of 
of rank and fortune, whoſe honour it ſeems . 
would ſuffer by publick penance.” —MNichols's 
gene 7 the Church Page 37 


To go into no minuter conſiderations, | muſt 
vo on theſe accounts, to be excuſed from fub- 
ſcribing articles to which I cannot give my conſei- 
entious aſſent, tho? I leave thoſe, that can ſign them, 
to their own liberty. * hot what, my Bre- 
| > rp grit br matter ill further, " add 


alſo, 


Thirdy, That could F ono any difficulty, 

« figntheſe articles; yet I am, as a Chriflian and 
Wn chriftian- miniſter, bound to afiſt thoſe,” who 

4 "am not believe + rn of the articles, in 

| W ee obtaining 

e Lb at 
The. laſt Bill was ſo happily framed, as to leave 
it at the option of miniſters, to qualify either accord- 


ing to the terms of the 4 of Toleration, or on tab» 
ſetibing the Declaration only. 


** obtaining relief from the compulſion of ſubſcrib- 
ing them. —Upon this benevolent principle ma- 


ny miniſters, who are qualified as the 44 of Tole- 


ration directs, concurred in petitioning Parliament; 
and were under no apprehenſions, that by this 
-proceeding, they injured or endangered the inter- 
eſts of the goſpel of Chriſt. 2 


e. 1 | N E 4 1 
Tho I firmly believe, that there are doctrines, 
of a ſundamental- nature, in the goſpel; yet I humb- 


ly hope, that it is not indiſpenſibly neceſſary, that 
a man be in every reſpect caluiniſtical, in order to 


be a real Chriſtian.— I believe that there are real 


Chriſtians, who do not ſee, in all points, exactly 
as we do. But I will not ſtop here. 


Methinks I hear you ſay, There are ſome, 
*© that diſpute againſt, and even inſult the Deity 
and majeſty of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, trample 
«© upon his atonement; and inveigh.. violently 
«againſt the Spirit of his grace: Muſt they be 


e ſuffered, to blaſpheme the doctrines of the goſ- 


<.pel with impunity, and to teach others ſo to 


do? freely confeſs to you, that I am ſhock- 


ed, to hear the very indecent liberties ſometimes 


taken, both with the Perſon of Chriſt, and his 


glorious redemption; I would not, for the whole 
world thus depreciate his Deity, facrificeandgrace.-- 
But does our Lord authorize any of his followers, 
by means of / fines and impriſonments, to ſtop the 
mouths of thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ? Or does 
it follow, that becauſe my obtaining relief from the 
obligation of Subſcribing, will be the means of 
relieving them from the ſame burthen, that there- 
fore I muſt deſiſt ? In what part of the New-Teſ- 
7 | hue: l tament 


, 


I 


tament do we read, that Chriſt took ſuch a method, 
of .vindicating himſelf or his doctrine ? The. 
temper of our bleſſed Saviour Was quite the reverſe; 
A hen he was reviled he reuiled nat again; toben he 
ſuffered he threatened not; 1 Pet ii, 23. When bis 
diſciples would have called for fire from heaven, 
to deſtroy the unkind Samaritans, he replied, (in 
like manner as he would have replied to ſome of 
his too forward diſciples zow, who contend. for the 
. continuance of human-terrors in defence of the 

oſpel) ye #now not what manner. of Spirit ye are ; 

uke ix, 55, ToPeter, who.cut off the ear of 
the High-Prieſt's ſervant, (tho* Malchus was one 
concerned in ſeizing him) he returned, put up thy 
Stword ; a leſſon to us “ that he is able to vindi- 


( cate himfelf, without any of our violent, Afiſ-; - 


d tance. Our Lord, on the croſs, meekly 
prayed for his perſecutors, Father forgive them for 
they kngw not what they do; and it we believe, that: 
the oppoſition of men, to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
proceeds from ignorance of its glory and excellence, 
it but ill becomes us, to terrify them by human 
puniſhments ; that is not the way to convert them; 
rather ſhould we pray for them, and in,meebneſs. in- 
firudt them, if ſo be that God may give them repen- 
tance, to the acknowledgment of the truth ; 2 Tim. 
206 = 0 Le 4 11 att 


«© But what? Muſt we ſyffer-them to deceive 
the people, and preach doctrines that have a 
d tendency to deſtroy men's ſouls ? Let us 
aſk, what the example of Chriſt teaches in this 
caſe ? Matt. xv, 14. is exactly in point. — Speaking 
of the Phariſees, whom he calls blind leaders of the 
blind; his advice is to let them alone ; g. d. R ve 
5 | them 


*! 


de them to God and their on conſciences, and do 
not take furious and unwarrantable methods to 
defend my religion.” ——Such methods are in 
every view unjuſtifiable; and I confeſs, that T am 
rather ſurpriſed, to find any, who believe the doc- 
trine of election, propoſing to ſtop the mouths of 


others, leſt they ſhould deceive and deſtroy men's | 


ſouls, ſeeing it is an eſſential part of that doctrine, 
that "the formdation of God Nlandeth ſure, the Lord 
tnoweth them that art his, 2 Tim. ii, 19; That the 
ſheep of Chr. 5 Mall not periſb, neither Hall ay pluck 
| tran hand, Journ, 28, 


596) Tree, you ſay, but then the means are de- 
"_ «eter as well as the end.” And I am fenſible 
that they are; the various methods of inſtruction 
and: edification, appointed in the Bible, are, under 
God very faitable means. But Where do you 
read of fines and corporal-puniſhments, as any 
of the means, decreed by the great head of the 
church, for the converſion of ſinners, or for pre- 
"venting their ruin? The Papiſts would thank 
you for this conceſſion in their favour ; for, it is 
with this very pretence, b they judge it Naber 
to burn heretics &e. 
pe 
But i it is ſaid Gather, ce that the hea who eſ- 
<« poule theſe erroneous opinions, are very viru- 
« ent, and illibera] in caſting reflections on the 
« grthodox- -party ; in abuſing them, and the doc- 
< trinesthat they believe; and I grant that there 
is too much truth in this remark ; but is it not the 
beſt advice, to take heed that we do not deſerve 
« theſe refletions.” We are, commanded not 
to return railing for railing, but contrariwiſe bleſſ- 


A Ing, 


— 


t . 


ing, that z en good officer, an 9 Wl | 


and aſſured, that bleſſed are we, when. men ſhall 


48 ent vs, and (hall ſay all manner of evil againſt 


us ſalſß for Chriſt's fake ; Matt x, 11.1 


woul 125 that che commands of God, and he fl 


behaviour of our dear Lord, towards his enemies, 


will have due weight on the minds of my Bas. -- 148 
thren; to which 1 will add the ever _ memorable r 
example of the venerable prophet Ai Fhe -* 
army of Benhadad came againſt him, expteſelyma a 
hoſtile manner; They were 'decayed into be 
very heart of the Royal-city, and the King of Irae ! 
aſked, Shall T ſinite 23 T bout ſhalt nat ſimite them, 


anſwered Eli ſha, ſet bread. and water. befare them, 
that they may eat and drink, and go ta their maſter; 
2 Kings Th; 22, It this inſtance, of ancient 
8 be not ſufficient, L wilt beg leave to 


ts the ancient Highlanders, tell us, that they 


ſt another, out of a modern A e 


were proud to give that hoſpitality which they | ; 


<<. had not received; and to. humble the perſons, 
< that thought of them with contempt, by ſhew- 
<< ing how little they deſerved. it.” (Dairymple's 
memoirs of Great Britain.) It would grieve. me, 
that thoſe, who profeſs to be enlightened into the 
myſteries of the goſpel, ſhould be out-done in be- 
nevolence by Highlanders, whom we cannot ſfup- 
poſe, to have been poſſeſſed of their religious 


knowledge on adyantages. 
After all, 5 which would, 


if there were Mo other motive, determine me, to 
Join even wit oppoſers of the doctrines of 
grace, in this application; via, “ That the conti- 


<< nuance of laws, that carry in them any reſtraint 


of freedom of enquiry or aa W Fu 4 
cc N 
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r the bdlous reflection on theſt doctines 4s 

they have no bettey ſupporu than ipprefſive:and® ſans 

„ guinary lee ee e exiftence, in 

of e nured ithe cauſd of Chriſti- 

anny Fuse can be ſo inpolitic as human 

laus to prevent perſons, from ſpeaking their minds 
on religious ſubjects; becauſe nothing will render 

a doctrine ſooner luſpected af falſehood, than ſueli 

umtlatural and unſumable means of propagati 

. N wuld Have the grounds of our belles 


tully and impartially canvaſled; by Reaſon and the 

word of Ged. The. goſpel never flouriſhied ſo 

much as in the firſt ages, hem all the wit and 

force of man was ſet againſt it, and its advocates 

relied, for its defence, only upon the armouf af 
God, and the grace of his Spirit. I would 
have thoſethat doubt,propoſe their objections frees . 
ly they mix indecent reflections with their 
arguments, they will ſhew thereby the weakneſs 

of theiriown weapons. Let us anſwer them cho. 


be humble and circumſpect in dur dun demeandur, 
that they may be N wo Jay accuſe our- good 
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ly and do good to them chearfully And let us 


